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PRESS RELEASE                  
 

 
15 FEBRUARY 2025 
FOR IMMEDIATE REPORTING 

 
NEW STORY WRITING COMPETITION FOR STUDENTS TO DRAW 

INSPIRATION FROM LATE COMPOSER’S SONGS 

 
 The Malay Language Learning and Promotion Committee (MLLPC) launched a 
short story writing competition that seeks to provide an opportunity for students to 
appreciate the late local composer Zubir Said’s songs, and translate the inspiration 
from his music into creative works. Dr Mohamed Maliki Osman, Second Minister of 
Education and Chairperson of the MLLPC was the Guest of Honour at the launch 
event at Woodlands Regional Library today.  
 
2 Students will create short stories based on themes drawn from Zubir Said’s 
songs, fostering their writing skills while deepening their appreciation for Malay cultural 
heritage. The competition, which is open to students across primary, secondary, and 
tertiary levels, will run from February to April, with winners to be announced during the 
Fiesta Bahasa event on 26 July 2025.   
 
3 At the event Dr Maliki Osman also launched two children’s novels, ‘Bukan 
Mimpi’ and ‘Kecoh Di Lereng Bukit’.  The books were authored by local writers Amanah 
Mustafi and Nur-El-Hudaa Jaffar respectively (refer to Annex for details of the novels). 
 
4  The two novels were a result of the MLLPC’s first grant call in 2023 for the 
publication of Malay Language story books – an initiative to increase quality reading 
materials for students that reflect Singapore’s context and culture, and enrich our 
Malay literary scene. Dr Maliki also announced a second grant call for proposals for 
writers to develop and publish new works. 
 
4 For more information, please visit http://www.mllpc.sg.  
 

http://www.mllpc.sg/
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ANNEX  
LIST OF AUTHORS AND BOOK TITLES 

 

Author Book Title Story Brief 

Mdm Amanah Mustafi Bukan Mimpi 
(Not A Dream) 

Bukan Mimpi is a historical novel that 

depicts Singapore in the past through the 

eyes of Rudi, a boy who travelled back in 

time to when Singapore was ravaged by 

war. Rudi wants his old life back, but there 

is no end in sight. Can Rudi find his way 

back home?  

Mdm Nur-El-Hudaa Jaffar Kecoh Di 
Lereng Bukit 
(Chaos on The 
Hillside) 

Kecoh Di Lereng Bukit is set against the 

backdrop of Malaya's independence in 

1957. Four children become aware of the 

interconnection between independence, 

endeavour and integrity as they seek to 

make things better for their loved ones. 

Can they find calm amid the chaos of a 

turbulent world?  

 
 

https://www.moe.gov.sg/-/media/files/news/press/2021/annex-agab-2021.ashx?la=en&hash=A334A07995F8C85E423E4D7AE6BAE205E5E5D03B

